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“No one sews a patch o f  unshrunk cloth on an 
old garment. I f  he does, the new piece will pull 
away from the old, making the tear worse. ”
~Mark 2:21
During a recent class-session, a colleague of 
mine brought a book on Korean Women’s theolo­
gy to my attention. The top line on the glossy 
cover identified the slender volume as being part
where two nationalities, two cultures, two languages 
are fastened together. More often than not, it is the 
immigrants and the children of immigrants amongst 
us who conduct their lives at these seams.
If the margins of a tapestry are prone to being 
ignored, the seams are the places least likely to with­
stand the wear and tear of daily life. Where the stitch­
ing is rough and the patchwork less than aesthetical­
of a series that dealt with “theology from the mar­
gins.”
The margins. The word evokes the image of a 
tapestry, a richly embroidered piece of cloth: The 
artisan has invested great care into constructing 
the margins, yet the observer’s eye is invariably 
drawn to the center. The margins are the part that 
receives the least attention: When the cloth is 
placed on a table, the margins drop off to the sides. 
They may be attractively adorned, but more often 
than not, they are kept out of view-guests may 
even, surreptitiously, wipe their hands on them. As 
the cloth ages, the margins are the first parts to 
fray, the last part to get patched up.
There are groups that fit this profile in all soci­
eties: In the past, women have found themselves 
on the margins (and in many parts of the world 
continue to do so); the poor, the broken of spirit 
and body, the very young and very old, the mem­
bers of racial, ethnic, religious minorities-those 
are the margin dwellers whose voices Christ calls 
us to heed, the people from whom the very fabric 
of the Church is constructed
If we keep our eyes fixed on the tapestry for a 
little longer, we may notice another detail that is 
frequently overlooked-the seams, the spaces 
where cloth meets cloth, stitched together expertly 
or inexpertly for the purpose of enlarging or 
enhancing the whole. There are groups 
who fit this image in our society as well, 
men and women whose lives take place
ly pleasing to the untrained eye, the seams will be 
treated as marring the fabric. They will be kept out of 
sight, to the best of everyone’s abilities until they 
burst open in times of great pressure: In this way, the 
seams in the great patchwork-quilt that is America 
have received considerable attention in recent weeks 
as immigrants and protesters have taken to the streets 
all over America.
On the other hand, if a seam is delicately stitched, 
if the fabrics have seemingly faded into one another 
over the years, the existence of the seam and the 
presence of different pieces of cloth on either side of 
it will be forgotten. This, perhaps happier, experience 
is one with which I’m personally quite familiar: After 
a decade in this country, new acquaintances marvel 
at the quality of my English and the 
“Americanness”of my appearance, while old friends 
tend to forget that I am not wholly “one of them.”
Yet while the seam has become less noticeable, it 
continues to shape my experience as a human being, 
a student, and a follower of Christ: When the minis­
ter leads the church community to join her in prayer, 
to name just one example, the words by which we 
petition God are different in sound and meter, albeit 
not in sense and meaning, from the ones I was taught 
as a child.
This experience is not limited to America for me 
either: When I go “home,” I find myself oddly out of 
touch with “my own” culture, unfamiliar 
with the latest slang or, more troublingly, the 
proper set of academic vocabulary to express 







Immigration is a hot button issue. Ask 
almost anyone on campus how they feel 
about the U.S. Immigration Policies and 
you are bound to get a passionate 
response. But how many of us have 
taken the time to research this topic in- 
depth or have a conversation with some­
one who has immi­
grated to the U.S.? 1
It is exceptionally 
hard to find solution that 
addresses both the 
humanity and the secu- % 
rity of our nation. But is it 
okay for so many of us to take 
the easier road by mak 
ing broad generaliza­




At Fuller alone we have 745 students (not including fac­
ulty) who are non-U.S. citizens. Furthermore, many of 
our students and alums who are working as pastors in the 
state of California will minister to both legal and illegal 
immigrants. This is not an issue that we can afford to 
ignore.
Obviously, this is a topic too vast to cover 
in the pages of the SEMI. But I pray that the 
personal accounts and articles in this issue will pro­




We want to hear from you! I f  you would like to write for the SEMI or respond to something you’ve read, please con­
tact us at: semi-editor@dept.fuller.edu. All submissions are subject to editing for length and clarity.
L o g ic a l  D e d u c t io n
By Jeff Hunt
Premise 1: All human persons are created by God.
Premise la: Being created by God all human persons are equal.
Premise 2: All human persons are rational beings.
Premise 2a: Being a rational being is to be held accountable for choices.
Negation A: Not holding him/her accountable for choices is to not hold him/her as
rational beings.
Negation B: Not holding a human person as a rational being is to not hold him/her
as equal.
Negation C: Not holding a human person as equal is to not hold him/her as a cre­
ation of God.
Premise 3: When a human person breaks the law, he/she must be held account­
able for his/her choice.
Negation 3a: Not punishing someone who breaks the law is to not hold he/she ’
accountable for his/her choice.
Conclusion: Therefore, in order to legitimize the personhood and equality of ille­
gal aliens is to hold them accountable for their conscious decision to 
break the law.
In addition, I think it’s incredible that the current legitimization of personhood is “I
work for less and do the jobs you don’t want to do.” Accountability of rational choice
needs to be the legitimization, not sub-human living standards.
Jeff is a 3rd year MDiv student. He works at Bel Air Presbyterian Church and 
is the personal spiritual advisor to the Fresh Prince. He’s chilling out, max­
ing, relaxing all cool
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The SEMI is published weekly as a service to the Fuller 
community by Student Life and Services, Fuller 
Theological Seminary, Pasadena, CA 91182. Articles and 
commentaries do not necessarily reflect the views of the 
Fuller administration or the SEMI. Final editorial respon­
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Letters to the editor: The SEMI welcomes brief responses 
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Submission 





page 2 • April 24, 2006 • the SEMI
L etter s  
t o  THE 
Ed it o r
Narnian Theology
Protecting O ur Proph ets
C h r i s  
N e l s o n ’ s 
t h o u g h t f u l  
response to my 
Narnian analy­
sis suggests the 
bloody battle 
concluding The 
Lion, the Witch, 
and the
Wardrobe cor­
responds to the 
eschatological 
war of
Revelation. He cites Revelation’s white 
rider with his “robe dipped in blood,” 
implying that Jesus will do the kind of vio­
lence in his Second Coming that he refused 
in his first. But whose blood is on the white 
robe? Scholars disagree, but I take my cues 
from Rev. 5. John is told to look to the 
ferocious Lion of Judah. He turns eagerly, 
but what is seated on the heavenly throne? 
A lambkin, wet with its own blood! And 
who are the souls, dressed in white robes, 
under the altar? They are martyrs for 
Christ, victims of violence, not perpetra­
tors. (The early church baptized you naked 
and then clothed you in a white robe, ritu­
alizing dying with Christ and rising to a 
kingdom-life of even enemy-love.) In 
Revelation the repeated motif of “conquer­
ing”—and the symbol of white robes—sig­
nifies those who have persevered in faith, 
even unto death. Revelation’s saints are 
never called to fight. Notice the “sword” of 
the white rider comes out of his mouth, a 
symbol for the Word of God. Satan is 
thrown into the lake of fire—and 
Rome/Babylon bums as its wealthy “free­
traders” watch and weep—but, in the end, 
even pagan kings are welcome in the New 
Jerusalem (which has no gates!), given 
they surrender their violent ways of “lord­
ing it over the Gentiles.”
Does this solve the problem of violence 
in the Bible? No. Yet the New Testament 
makes clear that Yahweh alone is the 
Warrior, never the followers of the Lamb.
The same point is made in the paradigmat­
ic Red Sea event, when Moses commands 
the people “stand still and wait” for God’s 
deliverance from Pharaoh’s army. For me, 
the mature confession of Christian faith— 
that Jesus was fully human and fully 
divine—has two inextricable corollaries: 
1) God’s desire for human living (and 
dying) is revealed completely in Christ, 
and we are to follow his Way, and 2) Jesus 
is the fullest revelation of the character of 
God, the very Wisdom through which the 
cosmos was created (John 1, Col. 1). As 
Hebrews 1 puts it, “long ago God spoke to 
our ancestors by many and various 
ways.. .but in these last days he has spoken 
to us by a Son, whom he appointed heir of 
all things, through whom he created the 
worlds. He is...the exact imprint of God’s 
very being and he sustains all things by his 
powerful word.” Will the Second Coming 
of Jesus be radically different from the 
first, bringing retributive violence rather 
than grace, forgiveness, and transforming 
initiatives of confrontational enemy-love? 
Or—as Hebrews declares elsewhere—is 
Jesus “the same yesterday, today, and for­
ever”? You make the call! For me and my 
household, I will follow the way of Jesus, 
come Hell or high-water.
Kent Davis Sensenig 









W e e k  
made me 
realize just 
h o w  
empty our 
H o l y  
Week is at 
Fuller. The 
fact that we have to look to Jewish, 
Orthodox and Roman Catholic traditions 
for some kind of ritual surrounding the 
most important event in history is disap­
pointing. Yet it is not surprising.
Fuller students’ awareness of Holy Week 
(and Lent leading up to it) is abysmal, con­
sidering it is the big payoff-the metanarra­
tive if you will-of the story of salvation.
Here we are, training to lead people into 
deeper discipleship and stronger awareness 
of Jesus’ life and what he did for them, yet 
we almost completely ignore the one week 
of the year that allows us to most fully 
enter into his suffering and death on our 
behalf. I spent Maundy Thursday evening 
in class, when I should have been in church 
remembering Jesus’ last supper with his 
disciples, his new commandment of love, 
and his radical action of footwashing. It is 
truly depressing that my observance have 
been diminished instead of enhanced by 
being in seminary.
Do we care about Holy Week beyond the 
opportunity for sales on Cadbury eggs and 
Peeps? Do we celebrate Easter beyond 
ham glaze, egg hunts, and snarky com­
ments about the “tourists” at worship? 
How can we, as a seminary, not be 
ashamed of ourselves for ignoring this 
most important and formative opportunity 
to enter into the story of our faith?
I challenge Fuller to follow the footsteps 
of many other theological schools and 
close from noon on Maundy Thursday until 
noon on Easter Monday. There is simply 
no excuse to hold classes when we should 
be in church. Fuller should recognize that 
Holy Week applies to its students, too-not 
just those wacky Jews, Orthodox, and 
Catholics. Then in the future, the SEMI can 
be full of stories of our own students’ Holy 
Week experiences!
Stasi McAteer 
SOT MDiv, Worship Theology & the Arts
chapel
Join us this week for 
All-SeminaryChapel on 
Wednesday, April 26th 
a| 10AM in Travis 
Auditorium. This chapill 
has been organized by 
the Arts Concerns 
Gommittee, Intern^yhall 
^Sefyice Office, jwdt^neT 
^Chapel sOffic^The 
service, is ensued J*rpm  ̂
Brokenn^s rWUnityi
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Im m ig r a t io n  a n d  C h r is t ia n  V irtue
By Scott Becker
In Mark 3, Jesus earns the antipathy of 
local authorities by healing a man’s with­
ered hand on the Sabbath. The Pharisees’ 
objections here should not be dismissed 
lightly. Sabbath laws played a key role in 
the cultural survival of occupied Israel, and 
to heal someone who lacked the decency to 
wait until after the Sabbath was, after all, 
an affront to Capernaum’s more patient and 
law-abiding citizens. The man could easily 
have returned the next day. But Jesus
But the question 
immigration poses 
to the follower of Jesus 
is fairly straightforward: 
will you do good or 
harm to this person, 
save a life or destroy it?
turned the moral question around. Ignoring 
questions of fairness and national interest, 
he asked instead, “Which is lawful on the 
Sabbath: to do good or to do evil, to save 
life or to kill?” André Trocmé commented 
that with these words Jesus set forth the 
only genuine moral dilemma that faces 
every human conscience: the decision 
whether to do good or harm to the concrete 
individual whom God places in one’s path.
Currently, about 11 million “neighbors” 
stand in our path in the form of undocu­
mented immigrants, confronting us with 
the question whether we will do them harm 
or good. This is true whether or not they 
made it onto our pathway legally or what 
new difficulties their presence creates for 
us. Immigration, of course, is by no means 
a simple issue. It overlaps with concerns 
about wage deflation, national security, 
respect for law and order, and demands 
already placed on public education and 
health care. But the question it poses to the 
follower of Jesus is fairly straightforward: 
will you do good or harm to this person, 
save a life or destroy it?
In Dependent Rational Animals, Alasdair 
MacIntyre identifies two Christian virtues 
that I consider pertinent to this discussion.
The first he calls “just generosity,” the 
inclination to act on behalf of another out 
of “affectionate regard.” Just generosity is 
“a generosity that I owe to all those others 
who also owe it to me.” It recognizes that, 
as we have received generously from oth­
ers whom we cannot directly repay, so we 
may be called upon to give to others to 
whom we have incurred no direct debt. It is 
the virtue of a community that recognizes 
the immeasurable dependence of its mem­
bers one upon another.
Closely tied to just generosity is a sec­
ond virtue, which Thomas Aquinas called 
misericordia. Misericordia names the 
capacity to understand another person’s 
distress as one’s own. It is merciful respon­
siveness to another, not on the basis of 
familiarity, merit, or common interest, but 
on the basis of the other person’s need. 
Like just generosity, it comes to life when 
we acknowledge our utter dependence on 
others. There have been and will be times 
when each of us must rely on the kindness 
of those who come to our aid without first 
asking whether we deserve it or whether 
we fall into their circle of concern. 
Therefore, MacIntyre admonishes, the 
virtue of misericordia makes us human; 
without it, “we will be defective in our 
social relationships.”
Here MacIntyre lands close to the author 
of Hebrews, who reminds readers “to 
entertain strangers, for by doing so some 
people have entertained angels without 
knowing it.” In other words, just generosi­
ty and misericordia toward strangers are 
not questions of obedience to some 
abstract moral law; they are virtues that 
open us to God’s gifts. When we turn away 
strangers, we shoot ourselves in the foot. 
We close ourselves to those who could 
teach us to see ourselves and our world in 
a new way. We rule out the possibility that 
they might have more to give than to take. 
We reinforce barriers of distrust and hostil­
ity. We perpetuate the lie that some of us 
are more worthy than others. In a word, we 
become less than human.
Fears related to immigration are real-fear 
over economic and cultural costs, fear on 
behalf of those who stand to lose if undoc­
umented immigrants are granted amnesty, 
fear for the security of our borders, fear of 
those who are different than ourselves. But
as 1 John 
reminds us, 
fear is an 
i nadequa te  
and unneces­
sary basis for 
social action:
“There is no 





native to fear, 




Peacemaking, and go talk to our enemies- 
be they undocumented immigrants or those 
who oppose their legalization. We can 
affirm their valid interests, acknowledge 
our own contribution to patterns of alien­
ation, and call on God’s grace to heal soci­
etal wounds that we or others have created. 
We can invest in the kind of justice that 
restores outcasts into community and con­
fronts those who would exclude them. The 
reality of conflicting interests demands that 
we and our elected leaders listen to the sto­
ries of those who have crossed the border 
illegally, leam why they found the docu­
mentation process prohibitive, and also lis­
ten to the concerns of low-paid American 
workers who see an influx of aliens driving 
their wages down even further. It demands 
that we speak against businesses that prof­
it from competition among the needy.
The process won’t be simple, but the 
decision is. 11 million neighbors confront 
us with the choice to do good or harm, to 
welcome or exclude, to build trust among 
other members of a larger global communi­
ty or to isolate ourselves. They present to 
us the decision whether to follow the way 
of Jesus or the way of the world.
Scott is a PhD student and 
online instructor in
Christian Ethics. He
hopes to take advantage of 
his student discount until 
he qualifies for a senior 
discount.
page 4 » April 24, 2006 • the SEMI
T he Im m ig r a t io n  G a m e
By Mark Baker-Wright
I love games. Especially the kind you 
can watch on TV. Ask me about almost any 
game show from the past 30 years, and 
there’s a good chance I can describe it in 
detail, including how the game was played.
Immigration reform is not a game, yet to 
watch the television reports coming out of 
Washington D.C. these days, you might 
think it was just the latest game show. 
Listen to how often you hear someone 
accused of “playing politics.” With nation­
al elections looming, it seems clear that our 
politicians see immigration reform as a 
game to be won, the prize being re-election 
in November. The winners get to come 
back and play again until the next election.
Like any game, the “game” of immigra­
tion reform has certain rules. I can’t begin 
to list all the rules of American govern­
ment, but there are a few rules that deserve 
special attention. For the sake of clarity, I 
will use the issue as being debated in the 
Senate for reference.
Rule 1: Language. Come up with a word 
or phrase that communicates easily with 
your constituents, making your position 
appear to be the best. For some, this word 
is “amnesty.” No one wants to support 
amnesty. “Amnesty” conveys the sense 
that people are allowed to “get away with” 
breaking the law. To be against amnesty is 
to be on the side of law and order.
Whatever else may be said about the 
compromise bill being debated by the 
Senate, it does not grant “amnesty.” The 
bill would require fines and an additional
II years of work toward citizenship, even 
at the most generous level.1 Immigrants 
who have been here less time may still be
required to return to their home country. 
This is not amnesty. There are penalties 
imposed on all people who are here illegal­
ly. These penalties are different from what 
have been imposed in the past, but they 
still exist. However, in this game, the accu­
racy of language is secondary to its effects.
Rule 2: Strike first. If you’re the first to 
make accusations about your opponents, 
you set the tone of the debate, forcing them 
to respond to your claims rather than forg­
ing their own arguments. For example, 
President Bush accused Democratic 
Senator Reid of “blocking tactics” by 
refusing to allow votes on several 
Republican-backed amendments to the 
compromise bill.2 Had Reid gotten his 
message out first, noting that it was the 
Republicans who voted unanimously to 
continue debate past the recent Senate 
recess, rather than bring the bill to a vote, 
he could have accused the Republicans of 
trying to kill immigration reform by adding 
endless amendments to, the existing bill. 
Instead, Reid was put on the defensive, 
saying, “The amendments were being 
offered by people who didn’t want the 
bill.” 2 By being first, the Republicans won 
control of this part of the debate.
Rule 3: Stall. Delay voting rather than 
make a vote that your opponents can use 
against you later. It has already been sug­
gested (by Democrats) that the 
Republicans are adding amendments to put 
off voting on immigration reform. This 
works the other way, as well. Republican 
Arlen Specter claimed that the delay in 
immigration reform is “because there’s a 
political advantage for Democrats not to
have an immigration bill.” 4 The Democrats 
want to say, “We opposed the party in 
power. Vote for us if you want real 
change.”
The lack of immigration reform hurts 
everyone. Currently, undocumented immi­
grants are exploited by employers, receiv­
ing substandard wages for backbreaking 
work. The employer can always threaten to 
turn the worker over to authorities if the 
worker objects, and the worker, often des­
perately needing the money to support a 
family, has little power to get out of the sit­
uation. In turn, low wage workers who are 
here legally (both natural-bom and immi­
grant) are hurt, because employers would 
have to pay minimum wage and provide 
worker’s compensation to comply with 
federal laws, and hiring “illegals” is seen 
as an easy way to keep costs down. In the 
“game” of immigration reform, whoever 
ultimately wins the prize of re-election, it 
is the people of American that turn out to 
be the losers.
1. For these and further details of the Senate bill, see Republican 






4. http://www.foxnews.eom/story/0,2933,19093 L00.html (4/10/06)
Mark Baker-Wright is 
Assistant to the Faculty 
and Dean’s Office in the 
School o f Theology. He 
keeps a blog about matters 
important to him at 
http://transformingsemi- 
narian. blogspot.com
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H R  4 4 3 7 : W h a Ì
Byj uha
Much confu­
sion and lack of 
knowledge sur­




proper name of it 
is the “Border 
P r o t e c t i o n , 
Anti te ff or ism ’,’* 
and Illegal
* Ini m i g r a t i o n  
Control Act of
2005” and the number attached to it islHR 
4437.1 will refer to it as BAIA, as a short-
There are 13 titles with at least 125 sections 
comprising over 250 pages! This is by no 
means a small bill. You may also.want a 
copy of the Immigration and Nationality Act,. 
(1NA), as much of BAIA refers only to sec­
tion and paragraph numbers of IN A. The 
INA has been amended many times over the 
years, but is still the basic body of immigra­
tion law.
, > The purpose of the BAIA is mentioned 
immediately: “to amend the Immigration 
and Nationality Act to strengthen enforce­
ment of the immigration laws, to enhance 
border security, and for other purposes.”
Title 1 of BAIA pertains to the security of 
the U.S. borders. Section 103 stipulates the
Secretary to facilitate the screening of al! 
inbound cargo for nuclear and radiological 
material” within one year of the enacting the 
bill. This is neglected in most media cover­
age, and yet very recently was one of the 
major headline news items.
Title 2 is the part of BAIA most under lire. 
It deals with illegal aliens, those people who 
chose to cross into the United States illegal­
ly, bypassing the legal procedures. It does 
not affect all immigrants, although many 
refer simply to “immigrants” m  popular dis­
cussion. The opening sections describe the 
nature of and penalties for people (current 
U.S. citizens) who assist, encourage, direct, 
etc aliens in either initially coming to the
The purpose o f the BAIA is mentioned immediately: "to amend the
ened version of the actual name. In the space 
of this article it is not feasible to offer a com­
prehensive overview of all that this bill Con­
tains. I will be ignoring vast portions of the 
bill. For that I offer my apologies.
The entire text of this expansive bill is 
available online, which you may want to 
find (Google HR 4437, click on the Thomas 
link [the Library of Congress] and open the 
bottom link, which is the amended version 
passed in the House and referred to the 
Senate [the other versions are outdated].
u.s. working with Canada jmmjgration laws, to enhance bord&ci
and Mexico m coming to1 an °
agreement about border security. Sections 
107 and 108 state that there would be an 
increase in the number of “full-time active 
duty port of entry inspectors” and an 
increase'of the number of canines used at 
both the international land and maritime bor-' 
ders. Another important feature is in section 
116, mandating the installation of “radiation 
portal monitors at all United States ports of 
entry and facilities as determined by the
U.S. illegally, or after they are already here. 
It pertains to those who are “knowing or in 
reckless disregard” that they are assisting the 
illegal actions of illegal aliens. Perhaps the 
most heated dispute with the bill is the term 
“felony.” It is used to amend current law, 
declaring that people illegally immigrating 
to or residing in the U.S. can be punished 
with a felony status. Basically, the purpose 





















C a u g h t
Discussion regarding the issue of illegal 
immigration is something that I have wres­
tled with my whole life as a Mexican- 
American living in Southern California. 
There are not many of my kind at Fuller. I 
was bom a few blocks away from the San 
Fernando Mission in the nearby San 
Fernando Valley. My part of the valley is 
predominantly Latino, out of which the 
majority identify themselves as Mexicans. 
There are various kinds of Mexicans: undoc­
umented, native, resident aliens, and natural­
ized citizens.
With this in mind I would like to note that 
illegal immigration is not a passing issue to 
me; it is one that has haunted me since I was 
a little girl. It was from this age that I have 
been not only caught between two opinions 
concerning the issue, I have also been caught 
between two cultures-Mexican and
American.
My father came to the United States 
illegally twice in the early seventies to find a 
better life for himself. He came twice 
because he was deported the first time. The 
only things in his pockets were old tortillas. 
He survived on those until he could find 
some relatives he had in the States who 
would employ him. Later, he “fixed his ; 
papers” after he had married my mother.
My mother is a NewMexican-American 
who was bom in East Los Angeles. She has 
Navajo ancestors who inhabited New 
Mexico even before Spain had come to 
claim it. At the age of 12 my mother was 
forced by my grandmother to quit school so 
that she could live in Ensenada, Mexico.- 
After two years of living there, my mother 
came back to the States and began to help 
my grandmother get illegal immigrants
counterfeit documentation.
Both of their involvement in illegal immi­
gration came to a halt when they came to 
Christ in 1978. From that point forward their 
stance on this particular issue changed dras­
tically. My mother as a Pentecostal 
Evangelical Christian is now adamantly 
against illegal immigration and granting the 
rights of, citizens to undocumented people. 
My father, also an Evangelical, is opposed to 
it but chooses to be silent about the issue in 
both public and private arenas. Both work 
together in the Latino community, mostly 
with immigrant churches and do some work 
with church planting in Baja California. My 
parents’ strong opinions about the issue do 
not stop them from ministering to illegal 
immigrants, but it does motivate their politi­
cal position on the matter. My mother is the 
only one who can vote since my father is a
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illegal aliens could receive, namely impris­
onment of one year or more under the laws 
of the U.S, any state, or foreign govern­
ment. This would pertain to those illegal 
aliens who enter the U.S. illegally, or are 
present in the U.S. illegally.
There are various amnesty-type proposals 
under debate that could allow illegal aliens: 
to avoid prosecution or removal from the 
U.S., and to reside here legally. These are 
not currently part of BAIA and are still in 
debate. Accordingly, it is impossible to 
explain with any sufficiency what such a 
program might entail. However, the Senate 
does have the ability to amend BAIA to 
include such provisions (just as the House
crimes in the U.S. can be detained, and pos- 
sibly removed from the U.S. It also bars ter­
rorist aliens from naturalization.
Title 10 deals with an issue often miscon­
strued. Specifically, it lays out the ground­
work for constructing fences; along portions 
of the U.S./Mexico border. Section 1001 •' 
details some facts: “Hundreds of people die - 
crossing our international border with 
Mexico every year.” Drug smuggling js  
“prolific” along the border. “The number of 
illegal entrants into the United States 
through the Southwest border is estimated to 
exceed one million people a year.” And perA 
haps more shocking is that “oyer 155,000 
non-Mexican individuals'were apprehended
1003 calls for study about the possibility and 
necessity of constructing a “state-of-the-art 
barrier system.” The first reason cited for 
fence construction is, “for the purpose of 
saving lives.” -‘It immediately continues to 
include the efforts of “stopping illegal drug 
trafficking, and halting the flow of illegal 
entrants into the United States.’
^  Again, this is a very brief description. 
There are many crucial issues not addressed 
here. There are large sections about other 
security concerns for people coming into the 
U.S., reforming immigration benefits and 
fraud, employment of illegal immigrants, air 
travel, and a lot more. I strongly encourage 
you to do the necessary research so that you
Immigration and Nationality Act to strengthen enforcement o f the 
/< icurity, and for other purposes.
made changes before they passed it).
Title 6 deals specifically with terrorist and 
criminal aliens, and essentially only pertains 
to those already present in the U.S. The bill 
addresses this in a manner largely different 
than the media portrayal. While Title 1 and 
subsequent Titles deal with border protec­
tion to prevent such people from entering the 
U.S., this portion of BAIA outlines proce­
dures once they are here. Aliens committing
trying to enter the 
United States 
along the Southwest border in fiscal year 
2005.” A large majority of illegal immi­
grants are Mexican, however most people do 
not realize that many, many people from 
other nations illegally cross into the U.S. 
through the southern border. The rest of the 
title specifies which portions of the border 
would receive at “least 2 layers of reinforced 
fencing.” Regarding the northern border 
along Canada and maritime borders, section
can be fully informed, especially if you are 
leading discussions within the context of the 
Christian Church.
Jim is a 3rd year MDiv 
student with a concen- 
: tration in Christian 
Formation ; &
, Discipleship. He doesn't 
think he is very witty.
resident alien and not a citizen. Even though 
this is the case, both of my parents would 
categorize themselves as being Republican.
“How can this be?”lsome may ask. “I 
thought Latinos were supposed to be 
Catholic and Democrat,” jriany say. In actu­
ality, there is more of this breed of ultra-con­
servative Latino Evangelicals than one may 
think thanks to translated American 
Evangelical radio and literature!
I too had to fit into this mold for a good 
part of my life and quite frankly, I’m a lot 
more Republican on certain issues than 1 
would like to admit on Fuller’s campus. I 
would like to think of myself as being as 
non-affiliated as I can possibly be, with the 
freedom to pick and choose from both sides. 
Because of this, I find myself as an adult in 
the same place I was growing up-in the mid­
dle! Now it’s between white Democrats and
Latino right-winged Republicans.
I have been criticized my whole life for 
believing that illegal immigrants should not 
be granted the same rights and privileges as 
citizens. I-say this idealistically and under­
stand the implications of this idealism may 
be negative and may even sound racist (or 
hypocritical). On the other hand, I have seen 
special favors given to illegal immigrants. I 
wish I were blind to those who I know abuse 
the system, but I’m not. I’ve seen too much 
to hold a less offensive stance. Do I love 
people who come to me asking me to beat 
the system with them? Yes, absolutely! Do I 
go along with their plans? Why, of course 
not! They know it’s illegal.
Now, this is the part where I’m supposed 
to defend myself from a position that will 
get me into a lot of trouble with a huge per­
centage of the Fuller population. I hope to
make it clear: I am not in favor of racism, 
against my own people or against others. I’m 
just tired of both caricatures of the two 
major stances, that of the white upper-class 
Republican and the “Viva la Raza 
Mexican-American Democrat. Can I not be 
. somewhere in between so that Lean agree 
and disagree with both sides on particular 
issues?
I stand in the least comfortable position: 
too conservative for my Democratic brothers 
& sisters and too liberal for my Republican 
ones. ■
Sophia is a Latina 
Mujerista who leans a bit 
to the right.
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failing 1 IFmaticia 
ifcallnce i
Waiting the Woer of your talento
Here at Fuller, we are proud of the broad 
number of denominations and traditions 
that are represented in our student body. 
However, one of the drawbacks of being a 
multi-denominational institution is we lack 
the denominational backing that a denomi­
national seminary would normally have. 
This is a big reason—other than the high 
. cost of living in Pasadena-that tuition is 
more expensive here than at a lot of other 
seminaries.
One aspect of our institutional budget 
I’ve been reflecting on lately is how much 
of it should go towards helping our stu­
dents and how much of it.. .well, shouldn’t. 
It’s not that I don’t want my fellow class­
mates to get as much help as they can. But
for me it goes back to who should really 
foot the bill for such a degree. After all, if 
an MDiv degree is ultimately going to be 
used for serving the needs and mission of 
our churches, shouldn’t they be the ones 
helping pay for it?
According to the annual report, Fuller 
spent approximately 6.78% of our total 
operating expenses on scholarships and 
fellowships in the 2004-2005 academic 
year. The more telling figure is that our 
tuition and fees made up only 43.39% of 
our total income as an institution. 13.30% 
came from auxiliary services, which leaves 
a little over 40% of our income as in insti­
tution coming from the generosity of oth­
ers. This means for us MDiv students that 
in 2004-2005 about 40% of the cost of our 
studies at Fuller were subsidized through 
the generosity of random individuals.
Is there anything wrong with getting as 
much help as we can, even if that means 
that we have to go outside our churches to 
get it? I don’t think so, as long as we begin 
our fundraising efforts at our church 
homes. I tried this when I first found out I 
was accepted to Fuller. My discussion with 
the elders went something like this:
The Rantings o f Mr. Cranky
I like to rant. A friend of mine used to 
call me Mr. Cranky, so today Mr. Cranky 
is going to rant about the things he is tired 
of hearing other people complain about.
- - •
1. Parking at Fuller
We blame Fuller for not having enough 
adequate parking and wonder why she 
doesn’t make providing more of it a prior­
ity. But how much of our parking dearth is 
really Fuller’s responsibility? Parking 
isn’t a Fuller Seminary problem, it’s an 
LA problem! Let’s face it: we’d rather live 
in Azusa or Upland or Rancho 
Cucamonga to get away from the city or 
to have a bigger house, than live close 
enough to Fuller so that we can walk, ride 
our bikes or, God forbid, take public 
transportation. And under no circum­
stance should anyone who lives within a 
five mile radius of Fuller complain about 
parking given the availability of those 
transportation modes I just mentioned.
2. The High Cost of Tuition
I attended the University of Southern 
California where the cost of tuition was; 
approximately $690 per unit. And that 
was in 1992 dollars. Granted, it was a 
semester system. But even if we were to 
double our current tuition of $288 per 
unit, that would still fall short of what I 
had to pay back then. Some people com­
plain that Fuller is expensive compared to 
other seminaries; Well, we are in 
Pasadena, California, and the cost of 
doing business in Pasadena, California 
can be quite high compared to other parts 
of the nation. Just look at how much a 
three bedroom house costs in Pasadena 
compared to say, Pawtucket, Rhode 
Island.
3. Wireless
Please, people. You’re just going to use 
it to check your email or chat with your 
girlfriend, anyway.
Me: “Hey guys. I’ve been accepted to 
Fuller.”
Elders: “Hey, that’s great. We support 
you!”
Me: “Really? Can you help me offset the 
costs a little bit?”
Elders: “Not a chance!”
Maybe it wasn’t that brutal, but I did ask 
and was refused. Part of the problem was 
that I hadn’t been with the church long 
enough to establish myself as a key mem­
ber of the volunteer base and so be consid­
ered worthy of monetary investment.
Not all of us are in this boat, though. 
Some of us have worked at a church for a 
number of years either as part of leadership 
or as part of some ministry where we’ve 
proven our faithfulness and dedication. It 
seems appropriate to ask for financial sup­
port in those cases, and part of the good 
that come from asking for such support is 
that it can open up the dialogue between 
you and your church’s leadership to dis­
cover together where your true calling and 
passion lie. After all, not everyone is called 
to the pastorate or to obtain a theological 
degree, and who better to help you discern 
this step then those whom you will eventu­
ally serve?
As an institution we should never forget 
that the MDiv, while being an academic 
degree, is primarily one that has and should 
be used for the benefit of the church. And 
while these two facets of the degree are by 
no means mutually exclusive, we should 
continually strive to ensure that students 
and alums maintain strong ties to their 
church and are fully endorsed as they pur­
sue their degree. Doing this may require 
extra leg-work on our part, such as inter­
viewing not only our prospective students, 
but pastoral staff as well, to make sure that 
such ties exist, but in the end making sure 
that our students have nurtured and main­
tained those ties will help ensure that they 
will be able to finish well in their program 
and maybe even guarantee a job back 
home upon graduating.
Mr. Cranky is an MDiv m, 
student who doesn’t want M 
to foot the bill.
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Edited and Submitted by John Guthrie
In an effort to educate the Fuller student 
body about intentional communities, 
ResCom conducted an interview with the 
Intentional Community Coordinators liv­
ing and serving in these communities.
What are the benefits of living in one 
of Fuller’s intentional communities?
Steve and Susan Young (Allelous 
Intentional Community): If you’re a fami­
ly at Fuller, imagine cooking dinner three 
nights a week instead of seven. For those 
who have moved away from friends and 
family, intentional communities offer an 
extended family that many of us miss 
while we’re at Fuller. And because inten­
tional communities weave social interac­
tion into weekly life, families regularly 
interact with singles and couples without 
kids. In intentional communities we expect 
and hope to learn from each other, thereby 
expanding, challenging, and uniting our 
individual perspectives. As we share 
meals, work together on projects, and wor­
ship together, we learn from each person’s 
background and heritage. Intentional com­
munities offer great ways to share 
resources and save money too. Shared 
toys, books (adult and kid varieties!), and 
special appliances or equipment mean less 
expense for each individual household. 
Eating 3-4 meals together a week enables 
us to save on the cost of food. It also saves 
time and energy, which can be devoted to 
more studying, family time, or time with 
neighbors and friends.
What does the word intentional mean 
in Fuller’s intentional communities?
Jamie Wetherby (Urban Theme 
Intentional Community): Of Fuller’s 37 
residential communities, three bear the 
word intentional in their title: Allelous, 
Urban Theme, and Westminster. Two years 
ago I moved into an intentional communi­
ty. It was the word community that drew 
me to choose this place to live. However, 
during my time at Fuller, the word inten­
tional is what has made all the difference. 
This word has become an anchor for me, 
tying me to those with whom I live. I have 
learned the importance of keeping lines of 
communication open; community does not 
just happen. Being intentional binds us 
together and also teaches grace because 
through our commitment to life together, 
truly loving relationships are bom.
What do intentional communities seek 
to promote and/or embody?
Jessica Handy (coordinator at 
Westminster Intentional Community): 
Intentional Communities seek to embody 
ResCom’s core values and mission. We are 
Christ-centered communities of people 
welcoming one another and collaborating 
to live and leam together. We want to know 
and be known, to grow relationally, emo­
tionally, intellectually, and spiritually. 
Beyond what all ResCom housing pro­
vides, however, ICs seek to build commu­
nity intentionally through common living 




event planning, and 
weekly community­
wide meals. We hope, through 
living together, to prepare each other and 
ourselves for holistic ministry, growing in 
cooperation, mutual accountability, open­
ness to other perspectives, conflict resolu­
tion, and spiritual discernment. Even more 
importantly, all these practices help us 
leam to practically and concretely obey our 
Lord’s command to love one another.
How has intentional community 
served you as a single person, particu­
larly as a person who moved here from 
another state, far away?
Glory Neail (Urban Theme Intentional 
Community): I recently completed a class 
with Dr. Jim Bradley where he emphasized 
the importance of community, particularly 
for persons in/pursuing ministry. “You 
can’t do this alone,” he stated. “You must 
find people who will walk with you.” His 
exhortation is a good summation of one of 
the main reasons I was drawn to living in 
an intentional community.
The thought of moving from the rolling 
hills of New York State to the bustling sub­
urban city of Pasadena thrilled me. I had 
been a lifetime resident of towns that had 
populations half the size of the average 
Sunday morning attendance at Lake 
continued on page 10
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my interests and level of education: Like 
many other immigrants, I find myself on 
the seams in either nation.
As future pastors, missionaries and the­
ologians, we must leam to speak meaning­
fully not only about our own experiences 
but about the experiences of those we 
encounter. How does the Gospel of Christ 
Jesus speak to those who straddle the 
fences between cultures? Surely the 
Church is familiar with the experience of 
both the marginalized and the seam- 
dwellers: From its very beginnings it has 
been constituted by the powerless, the un­
wise by human standards, the ignoble of
birth (1 Cor 26); since at least the 2nd cen­
tury, it has been regarded as a “third 
race”-neither pagan nor Jewish-in its wor­
ship of God.
The answers are, no doubt, complex: 
They may involve Paul’s confident asser­
tion that Christians’ citizenship is in heav­
en, and contain traces of Old Testament 
stories in which the God of Israel sees and 
hears those who otherwise remain invisi­
ble. As an immigrant and a follower of 
Christ, my hope and desire in the midst of 
these pressing questions is for the Church 
to be a place where the rich tapestry of our 
community can be appreciated in all its
facets: Where the margins may become the 
center of attention, and the seams are cher­
ished for the creative, providential inten- 
tionality with which God has joined 
together different peoples and different 
cultures to form a greater, more beautiful 
whole.
Maria recently obtained 
her permanent residency 
permit and plans to 
remain in America for the 
foreseeable future. She 
fears that she will never 
really “get” American 
humor, but is open to having the appeal of 
“knock-knock" jokes explained to her.
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Ministry Enrichment Seminar - Shepherding Families through Grief 
Thu, Apr 27, 11-1; Geneva Room
Pastors must be prepared to respond immediately in situations of severe 
illness and death. Rev. Kirk Mackie from Wilshire Avenue Community 
Church will address crucial issues such as ministering to the dying, being 
present to bereaved families, and conducting funerals.
A Question of Age: Conference on Creation, the Bible, and Science 
Sat, Apr 29, 8:30am — 5pm, 1st Evangelical Free Church o f Fullerton 
Did creation take six 24-hour days or millions of years long? Conference 
coordinator Mark Neynaber said, “It will be exciting to explore the 
many facets of this question and encouraging to know we can remain 
unified as Christians while doing so.” Featured speakers Jason Lisle, 
PhD, Answers in Genesis; Fazate Rana, PhD, and Hugh Ross, PhD, 
Reasons to Believe; and Larry Vardiman, PhD, Institute for Creation 
Research, will share biblical and scientific support for their respective 
positions. For more info go to www.evfreefullerton.com.
Evangelicalism and HIV/AIDS 
Tue, May 2, 7pm, Payton
Dr. Stephanie Smith and panel will discuss the role of evangelical 
churches in addressing HIV/AIDS internationally.
Dual Degree Information Session 
Thur, May 4, 1-3, Geneva Room
Staff members from SIS Advising and Hope International University 
(HIU) will be available for individual student questions and advising. 
Dual degrees are available with HIU’s MBA in International 
Development and MBA in Nonprofit Management. Refreshments pro­
vided.
2006 Payton Lectures
May 10-11, 10-12, Travis Auditorium
SOT is pleased to host Katharine Doob Sakenfeld, William Albright 
Eisenberger Professor of Old Testament at Princeton Theological 
Seminary, as the featured lecturer for the ‘06 Payton Lectures. This 
year’s theme is “Reading Scripture from Different Worlds; Old 
Testament Narratives as Read by Women of Post-Colonial and First 
World Societies.” Dr. Sakenfeld will give two public lectures, the first 
entitled, “Revisiting Ruth” and the second entitled, “Jael and Esther.” For 
more info visit Campus Pipeline or email theology@fuller.edu.
AIDS Orphans
Fri, May 26, 12pm, Travis Auditorium
Dr. Stanley Mutunga, a professor at Hope International University and is 
working with an organization that serves children orphaned by AIDS in 
Africa will speak.
New Student Orientation CREW
A cool T-shirt, free food, fellowship, and fun! Join the 2006-2007 New 
Student Orientation CREW and receive all that and much more! For an 
application and more information, contact the Orientation Coordinator, 
Cassie McCarty, at 584.5435 or oss-office@dept.fuller.edu. Application 
deadline is May 5.
Attention SIS students
The GU announces nominations for the Glasser Award in recognition of 
a SIS student who gives to community life. Send nominations to 
Kirsten_TenEyck @cp.fuller.edu
Last Call for Books
Beginning May 8 the Bookstore will begin pulling this quarters books off 
the shelf in time to prepare for the upcoming quarter. If there are any 
books that you still need to purchase please make sure to do so by then.
Integrational Small Group
Do you have the heart to integrate psychology, missions, and theology? 
Do you care about the mental health and spiritual needs of missionaries? 
Join a community of students every other Thursday night for thriving dis­
cussion and fellowship. For time, location, and speakers, contact Jeff 
Simons (buckrogers@cp.fuller.edu) or Hana Shin 
(hana_shin@cp.fuller.edu).
Hospital Internship
A 2-unit FE546 hospital chaplaincy internship is being offered at several 
hospitals in the LA area during the summer quarter. This course empha­
sizes spiritual care training in a hospital setting. Students will learn now 
to be present to a patient and/or their family during a crisis, as well as the 
preliminary steps in performing a spiritual care assessment. Before regis­
tering for the course, interns must be interviewed by the prospective hos­
pital chaplain. Start the process early! Contact Holly Snyder in the Office 
of Field Education at 584.5387.
Hospice Internship
A 2-unit FE548 hospice chaplaincy internship is being offered in the LA 
area during the summer quarter. This course emphasizes spiritual care 
training in a hospice setting. Students will develop skills in visitation and 
spiritual assessment within home and health care facility contexts and 
reflect theologically about end of life issues. Before registering for the 
course, interns must be interviewed by the prospective hospice chaplain. 
Start the process early! Contact Holly in the Office of Field Education at 
584.5387/
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Avenue. Enough was enough! I wanted to 
trade in the 40 mile commute to work for 
public transportation and the ability to ride 
my bike to school. I wanted to say goodbye 
to the Amish buggies and hello to the art 
museums. I was more than ready to 
embrace the city. Amidst all my excite­
ment, however, I had a growing concern: 
would I find community? If not, would 
Fuller be able to provide the opportunities 
for both academic formation AND spiritu­
al maturity, which I desired from my semi­
nary experience?
I still remember the day I discovered the
Intentional Community link on the
Housing webpage. I was pumped! This 
was exactly what I had been looking for! 
The rich culture of city life coupled with 
the ‘where-everyone-knows-your-name’ 
kind of community that I was so accus­
tomed to. A few emails, an application and 
a phone interview later, I moved in to 
Urban Theme Intentional Community.
It is often easy as a single in a graduate 
program to allow the heavy academic 
demands to drown out opportunities for 
personal and spiritual maturing which life 
in community naturally provides. Living in
an IC counters that. While Fuller Seminary 
has focused on my academic formation, 
Urban Theme has offered numerous oppor­
tunities for growth in personal maturity 
and character formation.
Dr. Bradley is right. We shouldn’t go 
through life separate from a solid commu­
nity. Not only does community provide 
support, encourage and redirection when 
necessary, but it naturally lends to one’s 
personal and spiritual maturing.
Check us out: http://www.fuller.edu/ 
housing
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The Services section o f the SEMI is fo r  announcing 
type o f  service before contracting or using it.
Services
Massage Therapy. Serving the Fuller community: 
Susan Young, nationally certified massage therapist. 
Affordable rates and close to Fuller campus. Massage 
is good self-care! Please call 296.3245.
Auto Repair. Engine repair, tune-ups, oil change, 
brakes, batteries, etc. Complete service. Hrant Auto 
Service. 1477 E. Washington Blvd, Pasadena. Call 
798.4064 for an appointment.
Auto Collision Repair. 5 minutes from  Fuller. 
Owned by family o f  Fuller graduate for 23 years. 
Discount! C olum bia A uto Body. Call John: 
323.258.0565. Located at 1567 Colorado Blvd.
Pasadena Tire. All m ajor brands. New/used tires, 
alignment, brakes, struts/shocks. 1070 E. Walnut St. 
795.7240. Mon-Fri 8-5:30, Sat-8-1.
J&G Auto Service. Complete auto repair. Brakes, 
tune-up, mufflers. Certified Smog Station. 1063 E. 
Walnut St. 793.0388. Mon-Fri 8-5:30.
Rings, Diamonds and Things! Walter Zimmer Co., 
is a wholesale jew elry manufacturing design and 
repair business founded in 1917 in downtown Los 
Angeles. Call W alter’s son Mel, or his grandson, 
Ken, at 213.622.4510 for information. Because o f  our 
appreciation of Charles Fuller and the Seminary, we 
consider it a privilege to serve Fuller students. Mel is 
a longtime member o f  Glendale Presbyterian Church 
and is involved in prayer ministry there.
Psychology Research Problems Solved! Fuller SOP 
PhD alumnus with 20 years experience as a statisti­
cian for thesis and dissertation consultations. Worked 
on hundreds o f projects. Teaches graduate research
Advertisements i p .
services and events not offered by Fuller. Individuals are personally ¡g
The SEMI and Student Life and Services do not recommend or guarantee any o f  the services listed.
courses. Designing “survivable” research proposals a 
specialty. M ethods chapter tune-ups. Survey devel­
opment. Provides multivariate data analysis using 
SAS or SPSS. Statistical results explained in simple 
English! Assistance with statistical table cre­
ation and report write-up. Final orals defense 
preparation. Fuller community discounts.
Call for free phone consultation. Tom 
Granoff, PhD. 310.640.8017. Email tgra- 
noff@ lm u.edu. V isa/D iscover/
MasterCard/AMEX accepted.
Thinking of Buying or Selling a home or 
other real estate? Call Fuller alumnus David 
Tomberlin at Sun Coast Real E state at 
590.1311.
Sex Addiction. Therapy group for m en 
recovering from sex addiction: facilitated by 
Sam Alibrando, PhD. For more information, 
please call 577.8303.
Interpersonal Therapy Group. For men 
and women interested in an intensive growth 
experience: facilitated by Sam Alibrando, 
PhD. For more inform ation, please call 
577.8303.
Prayer Retreats and Taize Services every 
month! Come enjoy a Quiet Day Prayer 
Retreat or Taize worship service at Church of 
Our Saviour Episcopal Church, just a couple 
miles from Fuller. Quiet Day is from  9:30- 
12:30, Sat, May 20. Registration is $10. 
Taize happens the first Friday of each month 
from 7-8:30pm and is free. For more infor­
mation please visit www.churchofoursav- 
iour.org or call 282.5147.
Personal Assistant Wanted. Assist active
disabled w om an w ith getting to bed at night. 
Approximately one hour per night. Nights flexible. 




@ 493 East Walnut St .
PASADENA, CA 91101
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Career Services can Help!
RÉSUMÉ and VITAE 
SEMINAR
•ll:45-lpm  • May 10th • Faculty Commons*
Join Career Service’s Seminar for instructions 
and tips to create YOUR best résumé, 
cover letter, vitae and more!
Q & A session will follow





Women’s Seminar and 
High Tea
The Office of Residential Community needs 
women who are willing to host a table 
of six at an upcoming women's seminar and 
high tea on May 13th from 9am until 1pm. 
Hosting will entail providing a teapot, cups 
and saucers, tablecloth, small dessert plates, 
silverware and napkins, and any decorations.
Tea will be provided.
&
If you are interested in hosting 
a table and for further details 
please contact Krystal White. 
Email: rescom-youth(a)fuller.edu 
Phone: 584-5671










10:00 am. to 6:00 pm.
All Books Are Further 
Discounted Off Marked Prices!
New Books, 10 % off 
Used Books, 20 % off
We buy and sell new & used 
Biblical Studies, Church History,
Ministry, Philosophy, and Theology
The Archives Bookshop
1396 E. Washington Blvd. Pasadena, CA91104
( 6 2 6 )  7 9 7 - 4 7 5 6
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